Amy L. Bickel

436 Circle Drive Box 322 Burrton KS, 67020

abickel@hutchnews.com; docbickel@gmail.com  (620) 899-5295 or 620) 341-3953
Twitter: @kansasagland; @ksagjournalist 
Websites: KansasAgland.com; AmyBickel.com

More than 15 years of professional experience

Excellent writing, editing and communication skills

Team leader and farm publication/web editor
Skilled at photography and video

Proficient with social media tools such as Facebook, Twitter, Blogger, WordPress, YouTube, Instagram
Fundraising and event planning experience

Knowledge of programs such as QuarkXpress, as well as tools like Powerpoint, Adobe Premiere

Hardworking, detailed oriented and able to multitask

               


CAREER OBJECTIVE

A challenging and rewarding leadership position utilizing my experience and passion to make a difference and better Kansas.
EDUCATION

Kansas State University – 1999 – Dual degree in agricultural journalism and animal science

EXPERIENCE

The Hutchinson News – Hutchinson, 2013-present

Agricultural editor at The News. I developed the concept for and now manage an agricultural website, Kansasagland.com, as well as its print publication, which is now a product of 12 Gatehouse publications. I manage the content and work with advertising to market the site and publication. The print publication is mailed to nearly 30,000 rural residences across the western two-thirds of Kansas. 
The Hutchinson News – Hutchinson, 2002-2013

Agricultural reporter for daily newspaper. 
Kansas Agricultural and Rural Leadership – Class XI (2011-2013)  

Graduate of KARL Class XI. KARL is an exclusive program where, every two years, 30 rural Kansas leaders are chosen for the prestigious honor. KARL offers intensive study and training for agriculture and rural leaders.
Freelance Writer – Present

Freelance writer for Kansas Magazine, Kansas Outdoor Magazine and Hutchinson Magazine.
The Emporia Gazette – Emporia, 1999-2002

Agricultural reporter for daily newspaper; also responsible for design/layout of The Gazette and its ag business section.
 

Kansas Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom – Manhattan, 1997-1998


An internship while in college, I wrote, designed and edited children’s agriculture publication, as well as worked with industry groups such as Kansas Wheat.

HONORS 

Editor & Publisher 2016 EPPY award – Best Webcast
2015 Burton W. Marvin Award. The award from the University of Kansas honors journalists for enterprising and significant news stories. I developed the series and directed the team that included the Salina Journal and The News, which studied Kansas water issues and solutions.
2016 Burton W. Marvin Award. A coworker and I explored the causes and effects of earthquakes in south-central Kansas.  


Several Kansas Press Association awards, first-place honors include
     Ag story on water solutions in Sheridan County, 2017

     Environmental story on water solutions in Sheridan County, 2017
     Ag story on farmer who lost his legs in a farming accident, 2016

     Government story on ag land taxation and impact to farmers, 2016     
     Ag story on the farm bill and food stamps, 2015

     Environmental story on the declining Ogallala Aquifer, 2015

     Ag story on immigration, 2013

     Community service award for The News scholarship program, 2013

     Ag story on the drought and its impact on agriculture, 2012

     Ag story on the dairy industry’s troubled times, 2010

     Ag story centered on family elevator chain’s bankruptcy and the farmers who lost money in the ordeal, 2009


This story also won KPA’s Golden Wheat Award for agricultural reporting
     Ag story on a woman keeping the farm after the death of her husband, 2005

     Ag story about the potential effects of a foot-and-mouth disease outbreak in southwest Kansas, 2004


This story also won KPA’s Golden Wheat Award for agricultural reporting

     Series on the depleting Ogallala Aquifer and its economy in southwest Kansas, 2004

     In-depth agriculture report on rails to trails, 2001

Other honors: 2013 national agriculture first-place award from the North American Agricultural Journalists for a story on immigration; 2012, 2015, 2016 and 2017 North American Agricultural Journalist ag feature writing awards; and several other KPA honors.

One of 10 Kansas Sampler Foundation 2012 WeKan winners from across the state for promotion of rural Kansas.
ACTIVITIES 
Hutchinson Bethany Nazarene; Nazarene Missions; Reno County Big Brother s Big Sisters volunteer; Central Kansas Crushers softball coach; North American Agricultural Journalists; ghost town blogger; Hutchinson News Mentoring/Scholarship program coordinator and mentor; Kansas State Fair journalism program; hunting and fishing; past Burrton Recreation Commission director; author of Complete Guide to Kansas Fishing - a book published by a Colorado outdoors company in fall 2011, and Dead Towns of Central and Western Kansas - published by The Hutchinson News in fall 2011. 

